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Healthcare 
Highly regulated medical firms have strict data 
sovereignty and compliance requirements for 
processing patient records. 

Retail 
Global retailers with seasonality peaks, such as 
during Black Friday or a product launch, require 
high-performance ordering and need to spin up and 
down resources on demand. 

Autonomous Vehicles 
Connected cars generating massive amounts of data 
require processing and analysis at edge locations with 
secure cloud controls. 

Media and Entertainment 
Ultra-fast video streaming services caching content 
close to end users require low-latency connections in 
proximity to multiple public clouds.

Travel 
Mergers and acquisitions that mix best-of-breed 
cloud service providers (CSPs) across multinational 
companies need a common architecture for 
consistent operations.

Financial Services 
Real-time data capture and processing in hundreds of 
locations need fast analytics to multiple clouds while 
saving on egress reducing cloud consumption charges.

“The global hybrid cloud market is 
estimated to reach $173.33 billion by 
2025 at a 22.25% CAGR.”
Market Research Future

Introduction
Many CXOs mandate a “cloud-first” strategy when 
launching their company’s digital transformation 
journey. But the road to cloud native can be long, 
complex and costly, and may not be suitable for every 
application or workload. This is why hybrid multicloud 
architectures are so powerful for today’s enterprises 
when balancing speed, agility and cost-efficiency 
across on-premises and cloud infrastructures. 

By 2022, approximately 80% of the worldwide 
enterprise workloads will be in the cloud.i Successful 
cloud environments leverage hybrid infrastructure 
deployments and incorporate multicloud strategies at 
the customer’s edge to access valuable business data 
and services based on the following requirements:
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On the journey to the cloud, the most successful 
organizations are blending strategic hybrid multicloud 
architectures to solve the complexities of legacy 
applications and data with different capabilities 
across multiple CSPs. As more mission-critical 
workloads move out of legacy corporate headquarters 
or isolated data center locations to more modern 
and highly efficient operations, there is a common 
denominator: interconnection matters. Businesses are 
realizing that the difference between a five and one 
millisecond (ms) connection can mean a loss of millions 
of dollars in revenue. In solving high latency, the saying 
“Location, Location, Location” is key. IT infrastructure 
needs to be located at the cloud edge, proximate to 
high-speed connections that can deliver data traffic 
near light speed.

Incorporating advanced tools for data analytics, 
artificial intelligence (AI), machine learning (ML), 
and tomorrow’s emerging innovations depends 
on a company embracing the right cloud, for 
the right workload, at the right time. Adopting 
a federated Kubernetes approach for container 
services orchestration delivers portability across 
multiple clouds and can be facilitated in a consistent 
network environment with service level agreements 
(SLAs), direct access to resources and flexible OPEX 

consumption models. Adding to this complexity is the 
reality that no one cloud can solve every need. In the 
midst of constant change and advancements across 
servers, storage, networks and ways to consume 
infrastructure and clouds as a service (aaS) on demand, 
the rise of hybrid multicloud is most notable with public 
cloud service providers (CSPs). This is demonstrated by 
hybrid cloud solutions such as, Microsoft Azure ARC, 
AWS Outposts, Oracle Exadata and VMware Cloud on 
Dell EMC, as enablers for new digital business models. 

Market Research Future estimates the global hybrid 
cloud market will reach $173.33 billion (B) by 2025 
at a 22.25% CAGR.ii Effectively deploying a hybrid 
multicloud strategy is more critical than ever for  
today’s and tomorrow’s business challenges.  
This allows your organization to operate at its greatest 
level of efficiency and enables CXOs and business 
leaders to leverage direct and secure, low-latency 
network connections. In doing this, you can establish 
your own private highway to the world’s network, 
internet and cloud providers at the edge via a flexible, 
high-performance interconnection and data center 
platform. Avoiding congested, high-latency routes 
also allows you to more cost-effectively harness the 
collective value of platform partnerships. 
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Hybrid Multicloud and Platform 
Ecosystems Explained
Mission-critical workloads targeted at specific business 
needs are increasing and moving out of companies’ 
legacy data centers into the cloud. However, moving 
100% to the public cloud is often not the answer for 
every scenario, especially where network availability, 
performance, privacy and sovereignty play a factor.  
As a result, hybrid cloud infrastructures, where 
workloads or applications are deployed across 
 public and private environments, are preferred  
by today’s enterprises.

Why adopt hybrid cloud? As enterprises seek to 
respond faster to business needs for expanding and 
deploying new capabilities, they are embracing the 
security and consistency of private cloud, with the 
features and functionality of public clouds in a hybrid 
cloud environment.

Given that one cloud platform can’t match all 
application and workload requirements, today’s IT 
organizations are deploying multicloud strategies to 
consume “best-in-class” services from two or more 
CSPs. A multicloud approach is often applied to 
mitigate risks, such as data protection and business 
continuity across multiple clouds. According to 
Flexera’s 2020 State of the Cloud report, more than 
93% of enterprises have multicloud strategies, with 87% 
of them leveraging hybrid clouds and 41% integrating 
data between clouds.iii

Platform Ecosystems 

In a Platform Economy, cloud technologies facilitate 
economic and social interactions between platform 
ecosystem participants (producers and consumers) 
for the purpose of connecting, collaborating, 
innovating and exchanging data. New global drivers 
are accelerating the growth in digital platforms from 
companies such as Apple, Amazon, Google, Microsoft, 
YouTube and others. For example, the global COVID-19 
pandemic is driving virtual collaboration platforms  
for a growing remote workforce.

Platform ecosystems also create a “network effect,” 
whereby the more participants that bring new 
capabilities to the platform, the greater the value 
to all. And if the platform is hard to use or is not 
connected in an optimal way to clouds or other 
service providers, performance suffers, as well as 
the fidelity of the platform services. For example, 
Amazon’s overall platform provides a high-value 
exchange between customers and its book publishing, 
financial services, e-commerce and Amazon Web 
Services (AWS) cloud platforms. 

Uber is another example of this platform value 
exchange. As shown in Figure 2, as more riders (Side A) 
join the platform, the more useful it is to drivers 
(Side B) and vice versa. With more drivers on the Uber 
rideshare network, riders experience shorter wait times 
and more pickup locations become available, adding 
more value to the riders connected to the platform.

 

Figure 2: Hybrid Multicloud + Platform Ecosystems = the Network Effect. In the platform economy, cloud-based interactions  
between platform ecosystem participants create a network effect that drives greater value and new opportunities for all.
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A hybrid multicloud ecosystem, where providers 
of IT and clouds come together to transact with 
customers on a neutral platform, provides any person 
or business direct access to technology innovation. 
Think of YouTube and how it removed the barriers of 
producing and distributing videos, bypassing broadcast 
networks so anyone could deliver content to millions 
of viewers via the cloud. Cloud platforms enable more 
flexible and cost-effective digital business models 
that level the playing field between mega-platform 
companies and small and medium businesses (SMBs). 
When hybrid infrastructures are placed on a highly 
connected platform, there are network effect benefits. 
As more cloud (SaaS, IaaS, PaaS) service providers 
and enterprises join together as platform participants, 
it creates net-new value and opportunity growth. 

For example, a common pain point that platform 
participants solve by partnering with Equinix is 
reducing network traffic congestion, thus lowering 
latency and minimizing data and business risks. 
When direct and secure high-speed, low-latency 
interconnection unites customers, suppliers and 
partners in a hybrid multicloud ecosystem powered by 
a robust digital platform, the value of infrastructure to 
the enterprise increases with the greatest performance 
connecting to clouds at scale.

Embarking on the Hybrid 
Multicloud Journey
Facing Down Hybrid Multicloud Challenges 

Not all companies within platform ecosystems 
were born in the cloud. Even CSPs such as Alibaba 
Cloud, AWS, Microsoft Azure and Google Cloud 
were created from parent companies with deep 
physical infrastructure roots, well before their 
cloud differentiation was established. Hybrid cloud 
infrastructures are helping to bridge these hyperscalers’ 
and enterprises’ physical businesses—and that of their 
customers—into digital platforms. This paves the way 
for frictionless consumption of platform services. 

However, moving to hybrid multicloud isn’t without 
complexity, which introduces a new set of challenges 
in the following areas: 

Storage/Compute 
Before cloud computing, companies were offered a 
choice to purchase or lease physical compute/storage 
resources. However, as public cloud models launched 
with greater agility, enterprises advanced from a 
CAPEX to an OPEX model. Now, as businesses move 
toward multicloud architectures, they need storage/
compute in OPEX models that extend across multiple 
private and public clouds, in addition to accessing 
these resources via software-defined and bare-metal 
instances incorporating interconnections across 
multiple partner solutions. 

Networks/Security 
Companies require unified network and security 
models for multicloud architectures. They also need to 
overcome the challenges behind seamlessly managing 
and integrating networks/security across diverse cloud 
platforms and the lack of OPEX-based network/security 
models in a traditionally CAPEX world. 

Even with new software technologies to simplify the 
complexity of IT, network and security transformation 
from the data center core to the customer edge, 
companies must find greater efficiencies integrating 
multiple partners on a common network foundation 
with new ways to lower costs.

Software: Ensuring compatibility across legacy 
on-premises and cloud applications/workloads 
presents a difficult hurdle for businesses to overcome. 
This has led to the creation of multicloud application 
modernization environments such as Google Anthos, 
VMware Tanzu and IBM Red Hat OpenShift. For 
these solutions to work effectively across hybrid 
infrastructures, they require a cohesive interconnection 
platform to connect these agile software development 
environments to their customers.
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Enterprise Challenges in Digital Transformation 

Many businesses share common digital transformation 
pain points and trends that arise as they intersect their 
data center evolution, network optimization and cloud 
migration. As an IT organization advances its digital 
transformation strategy, it will find that incorporating 
a dedicated interconnection platform as a solid 
foundation can positively impact its long-term total 
cost of ownership (TCO). With ubiquitous access to 
highly available platform ecosystems, such as digital 
content and media, business-critical applications, 
networks and clouds, Equinix finds itself acting as a 
control point for its customers’ modern IT.

For example, Equinix Fabric™ directly, securely and 
dynamically connects distributed infrastructure and 
digital ecosystems globally on Platform Equinix®, without 
going over the public internet. This single solution 
enables businesses to address the previously mentioned 
challenges of storage/compute, network/security and 
software integration and increasing CAPEX. By using 
Equinix Fabric software-defined interconnection, 
businesses quickly and safely access storage/compute 
resources in the cloud, as well as network/security 
services on-demand such as Bare Metal as a Service on 
Platform Equinix. It also means that platform companies 
creating hybrid multicloud application modernization 
environments at Equinix can gain dedicated access 
to the greatest number of enterprise customer and 
strategic partner ecosystems worldwide.

Industry Trends and Pain Points for Digital Transformation
Network Optimization
1. Slow and expensive access to network bandwidth capacity 
2. Need to transfer increasing volumes of data at speed and scale 
3. Secure, agile, resilient self-healing systems and preparing for 5G

Cloud Migration
1.  Straddling legacy and cloud application—balancing functionality  

and scale with visibility, control, compliance and cost
2.  Embracing cloud for advanced solutions for AI, ML, blockchain
3. On-demand and aaS OPEX:CAPEX investments models

Data Center Evolution
1.  Digital infrastructure at the core and distributed to the edge of cloud
2.  Addressing silos—more global, interconnected and agile
3.  Integration and virtualization at all levels of IT

Network 
Optimization

Cloud 
Migration

Data Center 
Evolution

Figure 3: Enterprise Challenges in Digital Transformation: Equinix resides at the intersection of  
key pain points balancing Network Optimization, Cloud Migration and Data Center Evolution.
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Reimagining Hybrid Multicloud Requires a 
Robust Aggregation Point
VMware Cloud on Dell EMC

Consumers Producers
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Location

Other
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High-performance Hybrid Multicloud Connected Data Center 
Connectivity to ecosystems and clouds

Figure 4: High-performance Hybrid Multicloud Connected Data Center—connectivity to ecosystems and clouds.
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Reimagining Hybrid Multicloud 
on Platform Equinix 
Common pain points across the enterprise are traffic 
congestion, the risk of slow corporate backbone 
networks and last-mile connectivity to customers. 
In addition, enterprises need to lower the cost of 
accessing the network bandwidth required to transfer 
increasing volumes of data and consume cloud services 
in real time. Having their own HOV lane to transfer  
any traffic with high-speed, low-latency connections 
at the digital edge enables businesses to bypass 
the performance challenges and security risks of 
the public internet. And by placing IT infrastructure 
adjacent to clouds, they can achieve greater 
application performance, scale, security, resiliency, 
and access to CSP services and benefits at less cost. 
The world’s leading CSPs are on Platform Equinix 
and provide dedicated interconnection, such as 
AWS Direct Connect, Microsoft Azure ExpressRoute, 
Oracle Cloud Infrastructure (OCI) FastConnect and 
Google Cloud Interconnect, so businesses connect 
directly and securely to access the best cloud for 

the best workload. Equinix Fabric enables one-to-
many private virtual connections to multiple CSPs on 
Equinix’s global platform via a single physical port to 
cost-effectively accelerate the deployment of hybrid 
multicloud infrastructures. 

With significant cloud on-ramps to CSPs around 
the world on Platform Equinix, our customers are 
seamlessly transacting with each other. For example, 
banks are speeding electronic transactions to 
consumers in real time, and media companies are 
rendering digital content in clouds and streaming it to 
viewers for uninterrupted binge-watching. All of this 
is reliant on private interconnection, where people are 
directly and securely connecting to drive commerce, 
regardless of any challenges such as integrating 
synchronous databases and enterprise file systems, 
or orchestrating and managing applications across 
clouds. On Platform Equinix, business partners can 
take advantage of how private interconnection, 
using a physical fiber connection or virtual circuit, 
delivers unsurpassed application performance and 
secures operations.

© 2020 Equinix CONFIDENTIAL

Hybrid Multicloud; best cloud  for the best workload

 Dedicated, direct and secure 
interconnection to the world’s 
leading CSPs

 Private virtual connections to 
multiple CSPs via a single 
physical port

 Reduces cloud connectivity and 
network traffic costs by 60% –
70% and lowers latency by 
30%*

Application & Infrastructure Modernization

*Forrester Consulting, “The 
Total Economic Impact™ of 
Equinix” 
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Figure 5: Network Optimization Thrives with Private Interconnection: Applications and Infrastructure  
Modernization—the best cloud for the best workload.

Applications & Infrastructure Modernization 
Hybrid Multicloud: the best cloud for the best workload 
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Benefits of Hybrid Multicloud Connected Data Center 

Equinix Fabric running on Platform Equinix provides 
secure and predictable access to a global marketplace 
of cloud vendor APIs. You can build flexible as a Service 
(aaS) for your digital business and rapidly connect to 
any ecosystem.

 § High-performance LAN-like connections  
to ecosystems and clouds

 § Business agility for critical workloads 
<1 ms to public cloud edge nodes

 § Enforce consistent security controls, 
privacy/compliance for all your clouds

 § Predictable platform availability  
>99.9999% uptime

 § Reap cloud rewards with lower  
egress and greater efficiency

Connect to Ecosystems 

Equinix Fabric running on Platform Equinix  
provides secure and predictable access  
to a global marketplace of cloud.

 §Media & Entertainment

 § Pharmaceutical

 §Manufacturing

 § Financial

 § Retail

 § IoT

 § Analytics

 § AR/VR

 § AI/ML

 § Blockchain

Harnessing Multicloud Kubernetes  
on Platform Equinix

Kubernetes is a popular open-source platform for 
container orchestration, and according to IDC,  
“By 2023, half of enterprise applications will be 
deployed in a containerized hybrid cloud/multicloud 

environment to provide agility, delivering a frictionless 
deployment and management experience.” iv Equinix 
offers enterprises an interconnection platform that 
provides a private fast lane to deliver consistent 
multicloud Kubernetes development at scale. 

Platform Equinix provides the critical foundation 
for deploying Kubernetes (K8s) orchestration to 
streamline application development and integration 
across a hybrid multicloud architecture. Using private, 
high-speed, low-latency connections with LAN-like 
performance, you can achieve application and workload 
portability on Platform Equinix across major clouds 
using containers—whether applications are running at 
Equinix, in the basement of a corporate headquarters or 
an employee’s laptop. 

Kubernetes clusters in multiple clouds and on-premises 
infrastructures use a single control plane, which enables 
developers to “define once and deploy everywhere.” 
This applies to everything from the application code 
to the network, thus smoothing the way to wholesale 
application portability across different clouds. 

And the Equinix Fabric API enables developers 
to quickly connect on-premises workloads with 
Kubernetes clusters across multiple CSPs. Anthos 
Google Kubernetes Engine (GKE), on Equinix 
Metal automated Bare Metal as a Service, allows IT 
organizations to migrate and integrate workloads 
between Google Cloud, other clouds and on-premises 
environments. And the Equinix SmartKey® Kubernetes 
KMS Plugin ensures that encrypted Secrets Store 
keys are only available inside a secure enclave so 
key material is safe from ever being available to any 
software component in plaintext and away from 
bad actors.

Achieve public cloud flexibility and 
savings while increasing the level of 
security and control of your hybrid 
multicloud architecture.
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5 Building Blocks for a Connected Hybrid 
Multicloud Architecture

On the journey to cloud, Equinix offers enterprises 
a strategic hybrid multicloud point of view with five 
essential building blocks for evolving data centers from 
the classic core to the functional edge. As we’ve seen 
with the thousands of customers who have used this 
approach, it has helped them optimize networks and 
consume cloud services more efficiently and cost-
effectively. The following examples and sample use 
cases demonstrate how our customers have put this 
approach into action.

1 . Speeding High Performance and 
Low Latency at the Customer Edge 
The shortest distance between two points is a 
straight, uninterrupted line. Legacy wide area 
networks (WANs) and multiprotocol label switching 
(MPLS) backbones backhaul data from distributed 
sources to centralized data center clouds over 
multiple hairpin hops. This increases network 
latency, congestion and the risk of losing packets 
along the way. Traditional physical WAN and MPLS 
networks can be slow and expensive, as well as 
unwieldy and not conducive to scalable cloud 
adoption. Optimal performance for hybrid workloads 
requires dedicated access to cloud ecosystems 
via high-speed (1, 10 and 100 Gbps), low-latency 
connectivity, with software-defined interconnection 
services that can be spun up and down quickly to 
support dynamic applications, such as streaming 
video and virtual and augmented reality (AR/VR).  
 
 Media and Entertainment Use Case 
Providing ultra-fast video streaming services, where 
content is cached close to end users, requires 
distributed edge computing and data center 
services in close proximity to public clouds. Equinix 
Fabric provides redundant, high-speed (10 Gbps), 
single-digit latency when connecting to CSPs for the 

production studio and designers to accelerate video 
rendering and encoding in the cloud. By placing 
high-demand digital media proximate to clouds on 
Platform Equinix, the media company overcame last-
mile challenges while future-proofing for 5G wireless 
networks to further speed digital content delivery. 

2 . Securely Controlling Workloads in the Cloud  
With Data Sovereignty, Privacy and Compliance  
Whether it’s on-premises or in the cloud,  
security measures such as encryption, firewalls, 
access control and endpoint security are critical 
to implement across multiple layers of a hybrid 
infrastructure to keep bad actors and malware 
out. And with sectors like finance, healthcare and 
government, IT organizations must take it one 
step further by implementing measures to meet 
regulatory requirements, such as Card Industry 
Data Security standard (PCI DSS), Health Insurance 
Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA), 
the Federal Information Processing Standard (FIPS) 
and Payment General Data Protection 
Regulation (GDPR).v 
 
Life Science Use Case 
In biosciences, the need to accelerate creation, 
implementation and delivery of mission-critical 
applications for genomic sequencing exists in both 
private and public clouds. As a highly regulated 
industry, data security and sovereignty must be 
maintained in Europe and the U.S. By deploying a 
hybrid multicloud architecture on Platform Equinix 
with Equinix Fabric, the firm transitioned from 
testing to production with high-speed access to 
public clouds. By processing data at the edge 
instead of hauling it back to a remote core data 
center, it successfully reduced latency times and 
networking costs while maintaining local data 
security and compliance. 

HIGH
PERFORMANCE
Low-latency access
avoids network
congestion

1

Private connections
mitigate threat risk

SECURE
CONTROL

2

Predictable availability
delivers six 9s SLAs

CONSISTENT
OPERATIONS

3

Quickly reach
suppliers, partners
and customers

ECOSYSTEM
DEPTH

4

Reduce egress
charges with cloud
rewards

COST
EFFICIENCY

5

Equinix Approach to Hybrid Multicloud 

Figure 6: Equinix Approach to Hybrid Multicloud—5 Building Blocks to a Connected Hybrid Multicloud Architecture.
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3 . Delivering Consistent Operations for Rapid 
Deployment of IT Services at Scale 
Businesses need consistent and resilient data center 
interconnection when designing and deploying 
critical applications and essential IT infrastructure—
in particular when accessing IT services from the 
cloud. Built-in redundancy across network and  
cloud connections also helps to ensure reliable 
business continuity and disaster recovery.  
With predictable 99.9999% average uptime,  
the Equinix global platform delivers peace of mind 
for today’s enterprises and service providers.  
 
Autonomous Vehicles Use Case 
An automotive giant generates and processes 
massive amounts of data that flows over internet 
of things (IoT) networks. Current test drives are 
generating data volumes of up to 20 TB/day and 
potentially up to 100 TB/day with advanced sensor 
data sets. Without some way of managing all the 
data self-driving cars rely on to function effectively, 
they wouldn’t make it far from the garage before 
encountering latency and bandwidth challenges. 
Data that is processed at Equinix has a distinct 
advantage where it can be quickly filtered via edge 
solutions before it is sent to public clouds. Machine 
learning algorithms can then draw insights from the 
data and proactively react with knowledge-based 
neural networks, including predicting events such as 
component failures. 

4 . Accessing Vibrant Digital Vertical  
and Business Ecosystems  
A growing IT platform continually attracts and 
integrates different business and digital ecosystem 
partners. Dense ecosystems made up of platform 
companies and clouds create network effects, 
drawing new partners around the world, and 
facilitating value-added hybrid infrastructure 
solutions. This is why cloud platform providers such 
as Alibaba, AWS, Microsoft, Google, Oracle and 
VMware, among others, leverage Equinix Fabric 
for fast, low-latency, software-defined connections 
to expedite the delivery and consumption of 
cloud-based solutions for advanced technologies 
including AI, ML, IoT, blockchain, AR/VR with speed, 
scale and security. 
 
Travel Industry Use Case 
A global conglomerate acquired various digital 
properties with database applications in multiple 
CSPs. It needed to accelerate a consistent network 
architecture to integrate enterprise applications 
from Microsoft, databases from AWS and analytics 
tools from Google. It quickly realized that moving 

workloads deployed in public clouds to private 
clouds at Equinix would be a more efficient,  
cost-effective path to business agility.  
 
The company realized significant cost savings on 
data egress and saved time and management, which 
they plan to invest in future strategic development 
and infrastructure.

5 . Driving Greater Network Optimization 
and Cost-efficient Operations 
Platform Equinix provides businesses greater 
economies and value when consuming network, 
cloud and edge services, and most notably, when 
connecting directly to multiple CSPs. Proximate, 
private interconnection between on-premises data 
stores and adjacent clouds provides benefits to 
the enterprise from CSPs such as reduced data 
egress charges, while enabling greater efficiency 
and business agility. And more cost-effective OPEX 
usage-based billing for accessing physical and 
digital services delivers the flexibility that today’s 
businesses require from agile hybrid infrastructures. 
According to Forrester Consulting’s The Total 
Economic Impact™ of Equinix report, private 
interconnection using Equinix Fabric reduced cloud 
connectivity and network traffic costs by 60% to 
70%, respectively, with a minimum reduction of 
latency by 30%.vi 
 
Retail Use Case 
A growing global retail distributor needed more 
efficient storage processing and data analysis 
from public and private clouds, with low-latency 
access to big data on its on-premises infrastructure. 
The proximity to multiple CSPs via Equinix Fabric 
delivered higher performance transporting data 
between its various locations, edge computing 
environments and clouds, while enabling the 
company to save money on egress charges with 
network connections at Platform Equinix. 

Choosing the Right Interconnection Foundation  
When expanding a data center, it’s important to 
first get the interconnection foundation right. Just 
like not getting a house’s foundation right the first 
time, it could result in the whole house being off.
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As these customer use cases illustrate, the hybrid 
multicloud approach on Platform Equinix enables 
enterprises to leverage a proven framework on a single 
global interconnection and data center platform, 
delivering realized benefits and demonstrable value.

Leveraging the Value  
of Platform Equinix
Equinix is a neutral, global interconnection and data 
center platform with a broad geographic reach of more 
than 220 data centers. Equinix is uniquely differentiated 
from any other colocation or interconnection 
provider based on its accumulative and growing $27 
billion capital investment in infrastructure, its global 
interconnection fabric, proximity to networks, clouds 
and the edge, and expanding vibrant ecosystems. 
Platform Equinix is comprised of the following products 
and services:

Data Center Services

Equinix data centers are in 60+ metros in 26 countries 
across 5 continents. Platform Equinix provides 
proximity to the world’s leading digital and business 
ecosystems, delivering single-digit latency to cloud 
services. Geographic redundancy for business 
continuity provides the enterprise-grade resiliency 
required for mission-critical hybrid applications across 
on-premises, private and public cloud locations. 

Interconnection Services

Direct, secure, dedicated connections at Equinix remove 
performance barriers and enable fast integration. 

 §  Equinix Fabric is a software-defined, pay-as-
you-go interconnection service that directly, 
securely and dynamically connects distributed 
infrastructure and ecosystems of buyers and 
sellers globally. Equinix Fabric enables geo-
redundant multicloud architectures for the 
creation of advanced business continuity (BC)  
and disaster recovery (DR) solutions. 

Edge Services

Virtual networks, security and physical/virtual  
bare metal rapid deployment services are  
available as usage-based OPEX offerings:

 § Network Edge allows users to deploy network 
functions virtualization (NFV) services in minutes, 
including SD-WAN, virtual firewalls and cloud-to-
cloud routing for BC/DR.

 § Equinix SmartKey, a global SaaS-based, secure 
cryptography and key management service (KMS), 
simplifies data protection across on-premises and 
multicloud architectures. 

 § Equinix Metal™ solutions allow companies to 
quickly deploy essential compute infrastructure, 
including Bare Metal as a Service, at global scale. 

Ecosystems 

Platform Equinix is home to thousands of enterprise 
and service provider customers and partners that 
experience the choice of best-in-class solutions to 
deploy hybrid infrastructures. Platform partners, 
such as leading network and hyperscale cloud 
providers, and storage, network and compute 
partnerships allow customers to integrate and 
efficiently and cost-effectively deploy robust hybrid 
multicloud architectures. 

 § Digital Ecosystems 
More than 1,800 network, 600 content and digital 
media providers, and 2,900+ cloud and IT services 
such as Alibaba Cloud, AWS, Google Cloud, 
Microsoft Azure, Oracle Cloud and VMware Cloud.  

 § Business Ecosystems 
Horizontal application (e.g., Microsoft, Oracle, 
SAP) and vertical industry ecosystems 
(e.g., financial services, healthcare, manufacturing 
and transportation).

Geographic Reach

Infrastructure Investment

Services

Data Center Interconnection Edge

Retail FSI M&E IoT

Security

Ecosystems

Hybrid Multicloud

+

Figure 7: Equinix is the World’s Digital Infrastructure  
Company™ to Power Your Success.

 Hybrid Multicloud White Paper 10

https://www.equinix.com
http://Equinix.com
https://www.equinix.com/data-centers/
https://www.equinix.com/interconnection-services/
https://www.equinix.com/services/
https://www.packet.com/


Equinix.com Questions? Equinix.com/Contact-Us

© 2021 Equinix, Inc.
WP_Hybrid Multicloud_EN-LTR | 12090 | v033121 | Q420

Conclusion: Creating a Connected 
Hybrid Multicloud Architecture at 
the Customer Edge
Together with the largest cloud and service provider 
partners, Equinix provides the leading hybrid multicloud 
ecosystem with a wide portfolio of offerings for 
maximum choice. Where and how you deploy the 
foundation for multicloud matters. So why should you 
deploy at Equinix?

Equinix is an aggregation point for today’s enterprise 
with a well-designed hybrid multicloud strategy from 
the cloud to the customer edge. It’s an anchor point, 
where businesses in every industry can access and 
interact with industry-leading services from CSPs, SaaS 
and major hardware, software and hyperconverged 
solution providers. 

If you are already at Equinix, you can leverage the 
hybrid multicloud and other leading ecosystems such 
as integrated security, financial services, transportation 
and 5G. If you’re not at Equinix but are leveraging SaaS 
providers, come to Equinix to choose from a wide range 
of network, cloud and other service providers, as well as 
other infrastructure solutions and edge services. Placing 
just a single interconnection hub on Platform Equinix 
offers the agility and flexibility required for consistent 

performance via edge proximity and high-performance 
network connectivity, enabling you to access the  
best services, without vendor lock-in.

Equinix is the right partner with an ideal foundation 
to efficiently and cost-effectively build fast, secure 
and consistent hybrid infrastructure and multicloud 
connectivity to simplify the complexities from the 
core to the customer edge. Implementing a hybrid 
multicloud architecture on Platform Equinix that 
harnesses the power of digital platform and business 
ecosystems will deliver the performance, scalability, 
security and resiliency required to succeed in the  
global digital economy.
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Schedule a hybrid cloud briefing
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